
Did You Know? * 
Annie Collyer, Chairman, Sanborn Budget Committee 

Did You Know that the Sanborn Regional School District Budget Committee (BudCom) met on January 19 to finalize its budget proposal for 

the District for the fiscal year 2017-18 that begins on July 1? This is a budget that is lower by almost one million dollars than the current 

budget, and it provides what the District needs.  The next step is that the voters hear the BudCom proposal at the Deliberative Session on 

February 8 at 7 PM, and vote by secret ballot whether to send this proposal before the voters for approval on March 14, or to adjust it 

higher or lower.  In our towns and District, the voters have direct power over the budget. 

After lengthy debate, BudCom members approved a budget proposal of $33,695,968 to present to the voters.  BudCom has spent the past 

ten months culling through the books of the District, and listening to presentations from the Administrative leadership team, to the School 

Board, and to voters, to arrive at its proposal.  The proposal is actually lower than the current budget, lower by about a million dollars than 

the default budget, and 1.5% higher than what was actually spent as of the year ended last June 30, and what is currently being spent in the 

District, according to financial information supplied to BudCom by the District’s Business Office. 

A majority vote at this Deliberative Session can raise or lower dollar amounts, and only those who are there to vote will be counted. 

BudCom urges all voters to attend the Deliberative Session at the Sanborn Regional High School on Wednesday, February 8 (snow date 

February 9) at 7 PM to hear about the proposed budget, and other warrant articles, including the proposed contracts for professional staff 

(teachers) and support staff, and the ADA warrant article for the Swasey Gym.  At this meeting, only voters who are present can comment, 

question and vote on amendments to the budget amount and to other warrant articles.  Please prepare for a potentially long evening with 

your fellow voters.  All money votes will be by secret ballot by petition of 5 or more voters.  Bring your ID. 

BudCom also voted on the other warrants, with unanimous support for the proposed staff contracts and for the Swasey ADA compliance.  

BudCom has prepared a budget that is responsible both in funding education and in addressing community affordability.  The teacher 

contract failed to pass last year, at both financial and other costs to the District.  The Swasey ADA is very important to pass in order to 

continue school and community sports for our children.  The cost for these three warrant articles is $741,495, which,  when added to the 

budget proposal, gives a total of $34,437,463 for the appropriations to operate the District for the coming year.  The current budget is 

$34,565,866. 

Voter Impact:  Come to the Deliberative to determine the bottom line for the District and for your tax dollars.  A few votes can change the 

budget and the warrants that will go before the voters at the polls in March. 

* The opinions expressed in this commentary do not reflect those of the Sanborn Regional School Board and Administration.   


